
 

 

Hello MSHBA Members,  

I would like to start off 
this month by saying 
thank you to all who par-
ticipated in our annual 
trap shoot. We had a rec-
ord turn out this year with 
70 shooters and a three 
way tie for first! We had a 
shoot off for the top prize 
and Jordan Brandt came 
out on top as the Top 
Gun. The Junior Top Gun 

was  Blake Levknecht, and 
the Top Team was the 
Winnebago Eastshore 
Conservation Club. Con-
gratulations to all three of 
our winners.  

The Home Planning Guide 
will be going out this year 
again. Get your ads in to 
Tena. The Guide reaches 
18,000 homes and busi-
nesses and is a great way 
to advertise. I would like 

to extend a thank you to  
Advanced Custom Geo-
thermal, Chilton Furni-
ture, and Potter Building 
Supply. They are this 
years Premier Media 
sponsors. Thanks for the 
continued support.   

Thanks for reading and 

have a good month. 

Matt Lefeber 
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Inside this issue: 

CALENDAR OF 
EVENTS: 
• September 15 Home 

Planning Guide Adver-
tising Deadline 

• Oct. 8 MSHBA BOD/
GM Meeting                       
5:30 pm BOD Meeting 
6:30 pm GM Meeting 
Roepke’s Village Inn                    

• Oct. 10 WBA Member 
Meeting Day  virtual 

 
MSHBA’s office will be 
closed October 12-26 

                   

M i d - S h o r e s  H o m e  B u i l d e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  I n c .  

September 2024 Volume 15, Issue 9 

Celebrating 25 Years! 1998-2023 

The  Cutting Edge   

OCTOBER 
MEETINGS 

October 8 
Roepke’s Village Inn 

Charlesburg 

5:30 pm Board of           
Directors Meeting 
6:00 pm Cocktails 

6:30 pm GM Meeting 
& Dinner off the Menu 

Bring a guest and see what 
our association is about. 



 

 

MEMBERSHIP…the Ultimate 
Building Resource 

THANK YOU FOR RENEWING YOUR   
MEMBERSHIP! 
Schneider & Schneider Construction Inc.—
Charter Member of 26 years! 
Darboy Stone & Brick—19 years 

Mid-Shores HBA offers a 3-Pay Dues 
Payment Program… 

MSHBA offers an option to pay your dues in 
three consecutive monthly payments of 
$150.00.  Your membership will take into effect 
on your final payment. A 3-Pay Dues payment 
contract will be included with your renewal 
statement. 

_________________________ 

100% of Members have renewed 
their Membership in 2024!  AND 

MSHBA has the top retention rate 
in the state! 

_________________________ 

_________________________ 
 

WBA Member Benefits… 
• Kwik Trip Rewards 

• Contracts/Forms 

• Member Hotline 

• Insurance 

• Rebate Form 

• Continuing Education 

• Coaching & Consulting 
Even More Benefits are available at 

www.wisbuild.org/member-benefits  

WBA Member Events: 

• Member Meeting Day—October 10 

• Trends in Housing—November 14 
www.wisbuild.org 

 

MSHBA Membership 

2024 MSHBA OFFICERS 

President :  Matt Lefeber 
Wrightway Home Improvements 

920-923-0721 

President-Elect:  Derek Fritsch 
Green Hammer Construction LLC 

920-905-3513 

Treasurer:  Julie Schmitz 
K & J Construction and Design LLC 

920-849-8811 

Secretary: Open Position 

 Past-President :   Kevin Schmitz 
K & J Construction and Design LLC 

920-849-8811 

2024 DIRECTORS 

Jerry Mallmann 
Chilton Furniture 

920-849-9023 

Dave Amel 
Premier Properties Realty, LLC 

920-980-4477 

Nick Zurn 
Precision Floors & Decor 

920-400-1123 

Jennifer Schad 
Kraus Construction Inc. 

920-905-2853 
 

WBA Directors 
Dan Schneider 

NAHB Delegate 
Kevin Schmitz  

NAHB Alternate Delegate 
Open Position 
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PO Box 125 
New Holstein, WI 53061 

www.midshoreshomebuilders.com 

Executive Officer        Tena Hartwig 
2104 Mary Ave.  

New Holstein, WI 53061 
Phone (920) 539-9014 

hartwigs1@charter.net.com 

MSHBA’S 2024 Home         
Planning Guide 

 October 2024 

Advertising Deadline:   

September 15 

Advertise your Business in the 
Home Planning Guide! 

Advertising Packet: Pages 4-6 
Premier Media Sponsors:  

_________________________ 

Volunteer to Serve in a 
MSHBA Leadership Position 

Secretary Needed 

MSHBA’s Board is looking for a member to fill 
an open Officer term in 2024.   

Open Position: Secretary (1-year term) 
_________________________ 

OCTOBER MEETINGS 
October 8 at Roepke’s Village Inn 

5:30 pm BOD I 6:30 pm GMM  

http://www.midshoreshomebuilders.com/
http://www.facebook.com/midshoreshomebuilders
http://www.buildershow.com/
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JERRY ARENZ                   
MEMORIAL TRAP SHOOT 

Thank you for your support of MSHBA’s  Jerry 
Arenz Memorial Trap Shoot! 
The shoot was a huge success and we had great 
weather!  70 shooters vied for the TOP GUN title; the 
honor was earned by Jordan Brandt!  After a 3 person 
shoot-out, Jordan won with a score of 71.  The JUNIOR 
TOP GUN is…Blake Levknecht, with a score of 36 and 
the TOP TEAM is…Winnebago Eastshore Conserva-
tion Club, with a team score of 208.  Vande Hey 
Brantmeier won the early bird shell drawing.  Tyler 
Pethan won the MYSTERY BOX.  Congratulations! 

Also a special thank you to the Jerry Arenz family and 
the Winnebago Eastshore Conservation Club for host-
ing us! 

Thank you Sponsors and Committee! 
Station:  Christel & Heiberger Builders Inc., Kraus 
Construction Inc. & Drexel Building Supply 
Top Gun Sponsor: Birschbach Builders LLC  
Event Sponsor: Wrightway Home Improvements 
Mystery Box & Raffle Sponsors: Chilton Furniture, 
Kwik Trip, Fleet Farm, Potter Building Supply, Prem-
ier Properties Realty LLC, Kraus Construction Inc., 
New Holstein True Value, Altona Supper Club, Piggly 
Wiggly, Café on Calumet, Korner Kitchen, Riverview 
Family Restaurant, and Carol Arenz, and K & J Con-
struction and Design LLC 
Early Bird:  K & J Construction and Design LLC 

Shooters:  70 

Special thanks to everyone that donated raffle prizes 
and provided food! 
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https://association.wisbuild.org/eventcalendar
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http://www.buildersshow.com/september
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Advocacy Digest | August 20, 2024 
Brad Boycks, Executive Director 

Enclosed below are highlights of the Au-
gust 2024 More Housing Wisconsin 
Briefing Paper 6 titled “Streamline stand-
ard development approval process and 
create expedited review for workforce 
housing”. 

To review the entire whitepaper along 
with the previous five papers click here.  

Streamline standard development ap-
proval process and create expedited re-
view for workforce housing. Overly long 
development approval processes can act 
as a significant barrier to more housing 
and add to the cost of a housing project, 
which is then passed onto prospective 
renters or buyers. 

Simplifying and streamlining the devel-
opment approval process by, for exam-
ple, expanding administrative reviews 
and reducing governing body approvals, 
is an important action communities can 
take to remove barriers to the creation 
of housing options affordable to house-
holds at or near the area median income. 
Another step communities can take to 
increase the number and reduce the cost 
of workforce housing is to create a sepa-
rate expedited approval process and 
waive or reduce development fees for 
such housing projects.  

Conducting a self-assessment of the per-
mitting process. Examine, for example, 
how long a typical housing development 

review takes from start to finish and 
whether there are any improvements 
that can be made to the process. Identify 
process bottlenecks and redesign the 
process so that it is as efficient as possi-
ble. 

One practical difficulty is that efforts to 
overhaul the permitting process can last 
months and require substantial time 
commitments by staff. A full review 
should involve community and stake-
holder engagement, coordination be-
tween different municipal departments, 
public forums, and reports. Recommen-
dations flowing out of a systematic re-
view of the permitting process typically 
include implementing multiple strategies 
designed to increase efficiency, such as: - 
Establishing a one stop permitting loca-
tion. - Imposing a maximum time limit on 
the municipal review process. - Improv-
ing user-friendliness by providing appli-
cants with information and assistance at 
the beginning of the application process. 

Developing a transparent, easy to follow 
“developer’s checklist” of zoning and 
other requirements that must be met 
before a project is launched. 

Developing forms and permits that are 
simple, easy to access, and make the 
development process as transparent and 
efficient as possible. 

Changing zoning code to reduce need 

for individual variances and conditional 
use permits and eliminate or reduce 
need for elected body approvals. 
“Whenever possible, a zoning code 
should be written simply and clearly. A 
zoning administrator should be able to 
administer the review of most site devel-
opment requests and uses that are per-
mitted by right.” 

Only when a legislative action is re-
quired, such as changes to zoning ordi-
nance text or maps and approval of de-
velopment agreements, should the elect-
ed body be included in the process. 

Under Wisconsin state law, “if a person 
submits a complete application for a per-
mit related to a residential housing de-
velopment meeting all existing require-
ments that must be satisfied to obtain 
the permit at the time the application is 
filed,” then the municipality “shall grant 
the application.” 

If all zoning code requirements are met, 
then the zoning administrator should be 
able to sign off on a project just as if it 
were a building permit. In developing the 
review standards in your zoning ordi-
nance, use these best practices: •  

Provide clear, consistent, and stream-
lined standards for all land uses permit-
ted by right and allow site plans and ap-
plications for these uses to be reviewed 
by the zoning administrator.  

Consider allowing administrative depar-
tures for benign minor issues where the 
exact language of the ordinance does 
not fit. Require findings, record keeping, 
and reporting to the legislative body as 
appropriate.  

Establish consistent findings for the plan 
commission to review and consider in 
their approval process. 

In addition, “development review can be 
made more efficient by removing the 
elected body from the responsibilities of 
site plan review for permitted uses, spe-
cial [i.e., conditional] land uses, and oth-

https://www.lwm-info.org/1706/More-Housing-Wisconsin
http://www.wisbuild.org/
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er general development approvals.” 

Finally, consider modifying your ordi-
nances to give the zoning board of ap-
peals or plan commission power to ap-
prove conditional use permits, not the 
governing body.  

Combining public hearings to consolidate 
the community comment process. It is 
sometimes necessary for multiple local 
boards and commissions to review a 
housing development proposal. Each of 
these boards or commissions may need 
to conduct a public hearing on the pro-
posal. Multiple hearings and multiple 
approval requirements can add consider-
able time to the permitting process. 
Combining multiple hearings into a single 
hearing can reduce the total permit ap-
proval process time. Combining public 
hearings requires coordination and coop-
eration between departments and 

boards, as well as procedural changes 
within the zoning code. Under Wisconsin 
state law, “if a person submits a com-
plete application for a permit related to a 
residential housing development meet-
ing all existing requirements that must 
be satisfied to obtain the permit at the 
time the application is filed,” then the 
municipality “shall grant the applica-
tion.”  

Administrative agreements between 
participating boards may be necessary; 
in other cases, board and commission 
rules and regulations may need to be 
revised to facilitate joint hearings. 

Offering Pre-approved plans. Authorize 
as approved for construction in specified 
zoning districts blueprints for specific 
housing types. “Pre-approved plans that 
meet a community’s criteria provide a 
great deal of predictability and con-

sistency for a homeowner, builder, and 
even neighbors. Decisions have already 
been made about what types of build-
ings are acceptable ahead of time. This 
shortens approval timelines and eases 
the workload of the zoning administra-
tor.” 

“The most common area in which pre-
approved plans are used is for Accessory 
Dwelling Units (ADUs) as a standalone 
structure. Floor plans and building eleva-
tions will typically be found in a design 
manual or website for a property owner 
to select from. (The configuration of a 
lot or building will need to be considered 
alongside the pre-approved plan.) Some 
communities provide pre-approved plans 
for free or at a very low cost; others have 
partnered with architectural or design 
firms to sell their pre-approved plans at a 
lower cost than a custom design.” 

http://www.nahb.org/savings

